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7 NOTICE. 
The fiseal year of this Society closes on 
“Wednesday, the 3ist day of March, and 


. remittances which are to be acknowledged | 


among the receipts of the year must reach 
the Bible House on or before that day. 
Treasurers of auxiliary societies are ear- 
nestly invited to forward promptly the 
funds which come into their hands, either 
directly to the Assistant Treasurer at the 
Bible House, or through the Society’s 
District Superintendents. The annual re- 
ports of auxiliaries should be sent also, 
and any information concerning the de- 
cease of life members and directors or 
their change of residence, that the proper 


__ |..corrections may be made before printing 


“the Annual Report. 
———————_1>o—_—__—__ 
THE MARVELLOUS CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BIBLE, 
BY RICHARD 8. STORRS, D.D. 

The following is an extract from a sermon 
entitled, “The Divine Energy, Interposing for 
Man, Marvellous in Effect,” preached at the re- 
cent annual meeting of the American Missionary 
Association, at Chicago, Ill. 

The opening passages of the discourse, which 
is based upon the text, “This is the Lord’s 
doing; it is marvellous in our eyes,” very for- 
cibly set forth the principle, that while it would 
be manifestly incorrect to ascribe whatever 
amazes us, as a matter of course, to God’s per- 
sonal interposition, it is still true that when God 
does interpose in human affairs the result may 
be expected to be astonishing and transcendent. 

_ The preacher proceeds to say: 


_ We may apply this principle, I think, to the 
interpretation of the structure, of the contents, 
of the power in the world, of this Bible before us, 
which we accept as the word of God. 

The Bible, aside from this factor of divine 
agency in its authorship, is the insoluble enigma 
of the literary world. It well may be. It must 
be. Think of it! It is the oldest book upon 
the earth, still read among men; going back 
beyond the Roman or the Greek literature; 
going back farther than any other, in parts of it, 
toward the time when the waters of the deluge 
subsided from the hills of Western Asia; farther 
than any other toward the very morning of crea- 
tion, when the sons of God shouted for joy. Yet 
its vitality continues, and its power over the 
human mind remains unwasting. 

It is a large book. It sets its stately front for 
two millenniums along the lines of chronology, 


history, biography, philosophy, and human 
science. It challenges assault at ten thousand 
points. It says to science, “Search the strata 


beneath and the stars above, and find a God 
more equal to the problems of the universe than 
him whom I reveal!” It says to philosophy, 
“Find anything in human nature, any power or 
any passion, any mean inclination or sublime 
possibility, of which I do not give the manifesta- 


|tion and the explanation!” Thus challenging 


assault, and opening its line along the whole 
extent of it to any endeavour to overthrow it, 
it remains the most remarkable of books. 

It presents to us the literature of a ‘people, 
in whom, aside from it and their relation to it, 
we have comparatively but insignificant interest. 
We read the Grecian poetry or philosophy, and 
it is luminous to us with the light of the Attic 
heavens. It is musical to us with the lofty echoes 
of the Attic life and history. All that is tragic, 
and all that is splendid, in that history, commends 
the poetry or the philosophy to us. We read it 
partly for our love of the people which origi- 
nated the most exquisite and perfect instrument 
of thought which the world has ever seen, in the 
Greek language. We read the pages of Roman 
law, Roman eloquence, Roman history, and they 
to our minds are reverberating with the tread of 
that mighty and imperial people, whose place in 
‘history is so eminent and large, and to which we 
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ourselves are under such constant and immense 
obligation. But we read the literature of the 
Jewish people, and that people, except as con- 
nected with the literature which is thus. present- 
ed to us, has for us no attraction, and but small 
importance. 

Then it is a book full of mysterious utterances, 
of thought, and of fact. And the human mind 
does not love mystery. It desires plain state- 
ments of the truth, which it may receive, appre- 
hending and understanding them at a glance. It 
presents these utterances in a tone of authority, 
by which men are repelled; for the human mind 
enjoys receiving suggestions from others, en- 


lightening instructions, delicately and persuasive-, 


ly communicated, but it reacts, and sometimes 
with violence, when it is told that it must accept, 
under tremendous pains and penalties, that which 
is declared to it as true. 

It requires from us, also, such forms of char- 
acter, such forms of action, as are in themselves 
distasteful to us; against the requisition of which 
we fight, with a native and an instant impulse. 
And while this is the astonishing character of 
the book, it is seemingly most irregular in con- 
struction, shaped by no formula of art, conformed 
‘to no critical canon of taste or judgment, such 
as are now current in the world. 

It seems incredible, therefore, that such a 
book should hold its place, while the civiliza- 
tions advance and change. We have, instead of 
the slender bark of the ancients, pursuing its 
slow course through the waters of the narrow 
seas, and looking out anxiously for the Pharos 
at Alexandria, the mighty steamship, steering by 
the stars, conquering the oceans, treading its 
unobstructed way through storm and tempest 
toward distant coasts. Instead of the camel, we 
have the rail-train; instead of the pen of the 
scribe, the type, multiplying copies of human 
‘thought a million-fold, as against the pen. In- 
stead of the goat’s-hair tent of the desert, we 
have the splendid and sumptuous palaces and 
cities of modern civilization. Instead of the 
javelin and the bow, we have the modern artil- 
lery, with its thunderous and fatal power, almost 
rivalling the artillery of the heavens. 

How is it, then, that this book survives all 
changes in human civilization, and is as apt and 
powerful in its appeal to us as to those of any 
earliest time? The wonder grows, when we re- 
member that it widens always in its appeal with 
the expansion of civilization, and is already in 
more than two hundred languages. It grows 
still further, when we remember that the best 
and noblest of the race are those who love it 
most, and search it most fondly and profoundly ; 
who stand as humble scholars before this book 
of the centuries and of the earth. And the won- 
der comes to its very climax when we remember 
that this oldest, largest, roughest, and most 
unworldly of books, is the source and spring of 
civilization everywhere. Before it, inventions 
multiply. At its touch, commerce extends. Be- 
neath its influence, churches rise} and spires 
ascend as songs toward the heaven. It prints 
its story on blazoned windows, It carvés its 
records in the delicate and enduring marbles. 
Art, invention, enterprise, liberal governments, 
human legislations, all come from this book. 
This is simply incredible, if it be a book of 
merely human authorship. Skepticism says that 
such a Bible has no business to be in the world, 
But here it is! And we pause, marvelling before 


its mysterious and astonishing wonders, until we 
recognize the fact that God is in it! It is the 
Lord’s doing; and so it is marvellous in our eyes. 

It is impossible that man, unassisted by super- 
human help, should have made the Bible. If the 
men of two thousand or three thousand years 
ago could construct, with their unaided faculties, 
a book which was to lift the race, in these later 
ages, and these remote regions, to heights of civ- 
ilization which they themselves never attained, 
then either the stream does rise higher than its 
fountain, or our imagined modern progress 1s a 
delusion and an idiotic dream. 

It is impossible that man should have made the 
Bible. Let all the universities of the world, after 
all the culture of the centuries has been accumu- 
lating in them, undertake to make another Bible 
for the world, and the enterprise would be look- 
ed upon as ridiculous and insane! But if we 
accept God’s agency in it, all its mysteries are 
explained, with the origin of those mysteries. I 
do not expect to comprehend the mind of God. 
When we can put the stars into our pockets, then 
we may compass the thoughts of the Most High! 
Its tone of authority is then legitimate and nat- 
ural; its familiar handling of the highest themes, 
without excitement, and without evident effort; 
its luminous discovery of the way of life, the 
law of holiness, and the redemption of Christ ; 
the marvels of its structure—its incessant variety, 
with its constant unity; its perfect simplicity, with 
its magnificent wealth of argument, illustration, 
and memorable description—that structure by 
which it holds the mind of the world to it, for- 
evermore, with ceaseless attention ; the spiritual 
impulse which comes from it to the human soul 
in every mood, and the answer which it makes 
to every need; its inexhaustible energy in lifting 
peoples; its power of grasping the barbarian 
tribe, and transforming it into a Christian com- 
monwealth; its inexhaustible supply for all man- 
kind, and its unwasting power in the world :— 
they are all natural. 

If it be the book of God, then I expect a book, 
not like a palace which human minds have fash- 
ioned and human hands have builded—trim, pol- 
ished, charming, stately. I expect a book like 
the planet itself: vast and rough in its external 
appearance, with the treasures of the silver and 
gold hidden beneath the strata of rock, through 
which men must dig to find them; with mount- 
ain-chains, which we must patiently pierce. or 
cross ; with oceans, across which man must find 
his way, and whose depths he must seek to sound 
for himself. I expect a book which will call out 
the largest endeavour of the human mind for 
centuries, and for all centuries, before it is ex- 
hausted of its meaning. I expect the miracles 
contained in such a book to defy human imita- 
tion or conception. I expect prophecy fulfilled 
to be God’s signature to such a book. I expect 
that it will stand for ages, the Wonder-book of 
the world; in which hell and heaven confront 
each other, while the Redeemer stands between, 
inviting from the one, alluring to the other. 

_ There is no marvel in the book of God which 
is not legitimate, if it be his work. It will be 
profound and yet simple—as it is. It will com- 
pact its whole substance into an occasional sen- 
tence—as it does. At the same time, it will make 
its majestic and eternal thoughts, articulated in 
human language, reverberate through mi ty 
passages of prophecy and argument—as it does. 
It will be incommensurable with other books, as 
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the ocean is with the clouds that are lifted from 
it, to be tinted by the sun and to disappear. It 
will be indestructible by any assault, as the planet 
is indestructible by any explosion of the powder 
of the mining engineer. It will be as permanent 
as the race; and it will reach, in its attractive 
force, to every region of the earth. Everything 
belonging to it is legitimate at once, if it be the 
book of God! 


, Foreign Department, 


BIBLE WORK IN PERSIA DURING 1878 AND 1879. 
' During the summer of 1879 the Rev. Edwin M. 
Bliss made a long journey through Mesopotamia 


_ and Persia, returning to Constantinople by way 


of the Caucasus and the Black Sea in the autumn. 
From his report concerning Bible work in Persia 
the following extracts are given, which will be 
read with special interest in view of the appoint- 
ment of a new agent to represent the American 
Bible Society in that field. 


Bible distribution in Persia has been attended 
with more success than at any.time before. The 
whole plain of Oroomiah has been canvassed by 
two colporteurs, who report the most gratify- 
ing resuits, especially from places where there 
seemed little prospect of good. From previous 
visits it seemed as if there were little if any use 
in visiting certain places, as perhaps nothing but 
a gospel had been sold, and it seemed almost 
time and labour wasted; yet the effort was made 
again, and this time the fruit was apparent in a 
greatly increased demand. Four colporteurs vis- 
ited the region south of Oroomiah and reported 
sales of Scriptures among the Jews. The two 
who went down to Seenah and Kermanshah, also 
reported a favourable reception. One colporteur 
was in the region of Gawar, on the Turkish border, 
but so closely connected with Persia, that it is al- 
ways spoken of asa part of the Persian work. He 
reports a great desire for the Scriptures, but such 
extreme poverty among the people that com- 


| - paratively few are able to buy. Some of the 


students of the male seminary have been in the 


—faguntains, and have sold afew books. During 


my stay in Oroomiah a meeting of the Presbyte 
Rd the mountain Nestorian churches was held, 
and arrangements were made, or rather pro- 
posed, for an increased work in that region. 
There has been most bitter opposition roused 
among the adherents of Mar Shimoan, the patri- 
arch, to all such work, and the villages have been 
so disturbed by blood feuds, that it is feared 
that it will be impossible to do as much as was 
planned. The missionaries who attended the 
meeting were threatened with forcible expulsion 
from the country, and only escaped an ambus- 
cade of thirty armed men by the careful watch- 
fulness of their friends, who discovered the plan 
and led them around another way. Still, even 
this bitter opposition is not without its hopeful 
aspects, and may be the precursor of a more 
general turning to the truth. j 
Thetranslation into Azerbijan-Turkish has gone 
on rapidly of late.. Mr. Labaree has had the as- 
sistance of Nirza Abraham, a Moslem of Tabreez, 
and Deacon Yohanan, of Oroomiah, and for a 
time, of Mr. Ward, of Tabreez, and his assistant, 


y 


Mirza Ali, a converted and baptized Moslem. 
He is now at work on the Gospel of John. The 
Trans-Caucasian New Testament, published by 
the British and: Foreign Bible Society from the 
translation of Mirza Abraham, an Armenian of 
Tiflis, has come into circulation and shows the 
necessity of the continuance of Mr. Labaree’s 
work. 

A change, which will have a marked effect, it 
can hardly be doubted, upon Bible work, has 
been, the forming of an Evangelistic Board, 
consisting of some of the principal pastors of 
churches and leading men of the community, 
in connection with the missionaries. This board 
is taking up the question of evangelistic work 
in all its bearings with great energy, and when 
I presented through the missionaries my plan 
for a complete canvass of the’ field, such that 
every village and hamlet, however small, might 
be visited by colporteurs, they seemed greatly 
interested, and were ready to help in every way 
possible. It was in accordance with their sug- 
gestion that the plan was proposed of sending 
one colporteur and one evangelist to the region 
of Mosul for the coming winter. The results 
of the previous winter’s work, though very en- 
couraging, had not been such as to warrant, in 
my judgment, the expense of zwo men for the 
coming winter, especially in view of the fact that 
a bookstore had been opened in Mosul, under 
the charge of a man who would be able to visit 
somewhat the nearer. villages. On the other 
hand it has always been the custom (and a wise 
one) whenever colporteurs are sent such dis- 
tances from home and their own people, to send 
them two and two, and I knew that I could get 
no one, who would do much service, to go alone. 
The subject had been discussed with the mis- 
sionaries, but was solved, when at a meeting of 
this board, the subject of evangelical work for 
Elkosh and Bohtan came up, and they felt that 
some one should go, but that they could not 
bear the expense of two. We thus joined forces, 
and at the time of my leaving Oroomiah the 
plan was formed for two men to go to that re- 
gion for the winter, one as colporteur and the 
other as evangelist. Deacons Siad and Gewergis, 
who had done such good work in Bagdad the 
winter before, were also appointed to make a 
journey through the region south of Lake Oroo- 
miah, a part that had never been thoroughly ex- 
plored. This trip was to occupy them two and 
a half months, and the 1st of December they 
were to start for Seehna and Kermanshah, to fol- 
low up the work of the preceding winter. 

In Tabreez and the region around, for various 
reasons there has not been very much accom- 
plished. Mr. Ward, who has had charge of col- 
portage work, has been obliged to be absent a 
good deal, and though visits have been made by 
Deacon Baba and Pastor Mooshee, to the regions 
around Maku and Erdebil, they have been evan- 
gelistic rather than for the sale of Scriptures. 
The salesroom at Tabreez has been found to be 
inconvenient, and a larger one has been engaged 
in the same caravanserai, which it is hoped will 
help on the work very much. The man in charge 
is a very able Armenian, who formerly was a 
merchant of considerable wealth, but who lost 
his property through the dishonesty of his part- 
ners. One day, while in deep dejection over his 
altered circumstances, his eye happened to fall 
upon a Bible, and he took it up in a listless sort 
of way, but was attracted by what he read and 
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soon became convinced of the truth. Of a nat- 
urally straightforward character, conviction com- 
pelled confession, and he classed himself im- 
mediately among the much despised Protestants. 
He was early placed in charge of the bookroom, 
but his ability is such that he will probably be 
placed over the whole book department work, 
subject of course to the supervision of Mr. Ward. 
He is a superior accountant, and thoroughly 
trustworthy. 

The work in Maragha, of which mention was 
made last year, has progressed very favourably. 

'Mr. Ward with his family made a visit to the 
city in the summer, and were most cordially re- 
ceived by all classes, Moslems, Ali-ilahees, and 
Christians. 

Of the work in Teheran and the region south 
and east, I can say little. It was my plan to visit 
Teheran, but after leaving Tabreez, for various 
reasons I was compelled to turn back, and was 
afterwards convinced of the wisdom of my course. 

Rev. Mr. Scott has died during the past year, 
and Rev. Mr. Bassett has returned to America, 
leaving Rev. Mr. Potter alone at the station. 
' This entails a considerable loss in every depart- 
ment, which is especially unfortunate at this 
moment. Interest among the Jews of Hamadan 
has increased greatly, and the increase of at- 
tendance in the Mission schools at Teheran has 
occasioned a large call for Hebrew Scriptures. 
Colporteurs have been sent south and east, but 
reports from them have not come in. 

In general the condition of the work is much 
the same as last year. The new edition of the 

' Persian Bible, prepared in London, and the Testa- 
ment in Trans-Caucasian Turkish, are helping 
forward the work by creating constantly new 


demands for books. P 


i ed 


CHINA. 
_ Mr. John Thorne reports his April work in 
Kiangsu and Anhui, in company with the Rev. 
' Edward Pearse of the China Inland Mission and 
his native evangelist, Mr. Yang, both of whom 
materially assisted him in the distribution of 
the Scriptures; the number of gospels disposed 
of being some 2,370 copies, of which 145 were 
‘given away. In August and September of 1878 
(see Bible Record, February, 1879) Mr. Thorne 
visited this same region alone and distributed 
over a thousand gospels, being all the books he 
had with him; but this time with the home-boat 
“Dayspring,” and an ample supply of books, he 
was enabled to see much more of the country, 
as for instance, Sz’-chou, too li above Wu-Ho- 
Hsien, and also to ascend the Ying River to the 
city of Ying-Chou-Fu and its Hsien. Over 800 
miles of water travel was thus accomplished in 
April, and thirteen places visited. He writes to 
Dr. L. H. Gulick, the Bible agent in Japan and 
China, as follows: 

Many very pleasant reminders that my labours 
have not been altogether in vain occurred upon 
this trip. People would come to both Mr. Pearse 
and myself inquiring more particularly regarding 
“the word;” bringing in some instanees and 
showing us the books they had from me last 
“hed! Thus you see that the curiosity and possi- 

ly heedlessness of the year past, have by God’s 


\ 


power, given place here and there to a more 
sober-minded earnestness of purpose, and here 
Mr. Yang’s services—altogether voluntary as far 
as the Bible work was concerned—were yet nev- 
er so effectively manifested. I wish I could 
sketch him as he sat many a time behind the 
usual square table at the door of an inn, with his 
cap well off his forehead, with arms extended 
over the table, and resting on copies of the gos- 
pels spread before him and right under the noses 
of a dozen or more eager villagers, who gather- 
ing around him with or without “cash” kept his 
hands busy passing the book, receiving money, 
and raised too, to enforce the doctrine of Christ 
which he was expounding to attentive hearers. 
I frequently had occasion to remark to Mr. Pearse 
that the people who surrounded us in places 
before visited by me were better behaved every 
way. ° 

If pioneer work can pour oil on the trouble- 
some masses of a province, what will regular 
mission and parish work do? With God all 
things are possible; his is the gold and silver; 
in his hands are all the corners of the’ earth. 
“ Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he will send forth labourers into Azs harvest.” 
This for his children! The China Inland Mis- 
sion occupy only the provimees “left undone” 
by others. The American Bible Society’s agents 
or pioneers can by God’s will do the same. 
If the s#277¢ of missions should truly girdle the 
earth, and all of the church of Christ, and all his 
children, have in overflowing measure the love 
of God given them, the heathen which are our 
real neighbours all over the world will then be 
partakers of our joy, the “ good Samaritan” work 
finished, and Christ’s kingdom come. 

In the newer places where “foreigner” and 
“devil” were one and the same being to the 
native mind, I had some trouble to prevent all 
my books from being forcibly torn from my 
hands. On these occasions the good policy of 
asking a slight sacrifice in exchange for the 
Scriptures was exemplified. Had I, like the 
earlier missionaries to China, given away the 
book, they would have been torn up and tram- 
pled upon before my eyes in the eager and furi- 
ous haste to possess, by every one who had the 
use of hands and feet. A crowd in this way 
soon becomes a mob, and all control over them 
is lost. The manifestation of a quiet but firm 
will and determination, evinced and well under- 
stood by all within eye and earshot, will pave 
the way for a much better understanding between 
man and man. 

_ My gifts were more than usual. Worthy ob- 
jects received and sometimes unworthy ones 
forgot to return the book they were skimming 
over. The “Dayspring,” besides being a foreign 
built boat is a fast sailer, and frequently the 
banks of the Huai River were lined with spec- 
tators witnessing the advent of a Yankee craft 
and Yankee flag 600 miles away from the Yang- 
tze River and on a navigable river of consid- 
erable size and length. Runners from these 
crowds, if coming near enough were sometimes 
recipients of rolls containing several copies of 
the gospels, thrown from the deck of the boat. 
Besides all this, the northern people of An Hui 
are not so rich as those at the south, where the 
tea grows and trade is more lively. Cash in 
many places is of the smaller and baser kind, 


and evidently there is not so much of it in cir — 
culation. ait 
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The advantage of having one’s own property 
under foot and one’s own country’s flag over- 


- head was manifested’ very plainly at Ma T’ou, a 


port on the canal above the three great locks, 
which we came to in one day from Tsing Kiang 
Pu—the distance being but ten miles, yet the 
delays, vexations, and dandling along made it 
appear fifty at least. We reached port too late 
for work that night, but next day, April 15, bright 
and early the crowds flocked over the ferries 
and came down the banks to see the strange 
craft. Our flags were flying, or rather an extra 
(American) one at the mast-head, out of compli- 
ment to the fleet of 500 government grain junks, 
each ene of which carried one immense flag aloft 
and others stuck on poles nearer the deck. Yet 
we were “the observed of all observers,” and 
being so, availed of the occasion to witness for 
Christ and him crucified, Christ and him raised 
from the dead. Mr. Pearse and the evangelist 
were on shore while I stoed on the deck forward, 
and where I could easily place the Scriptures in 
the hands of all coming to receive it. The China 
Inland Mission have a Mission at Tsing Kiang 
Pu, and while we were thus occupied, one, a 
native helper from that Mission, joined me on 
deck—having walked up from the city with letters 
for P——. Our force thus recruited was enabled 
to dispose of over 200 beoks within feur hours, 
te satisfy the curiosity of all, to place the book 
in the hands of all who wanted it, and to preach 
the word to all who cared to hear. And yet we 
hardly saw the town of Ma T’ou, nor did we go 
to it—the town came to us! 

At Hu-I-Hsieu, which place we reached after 
crossing Heng Tze Lake on 15th April, there is 
a wall which serves as a city wall and breakwater 
as well. At an opening, formed apparently by 
the tumbling down of some fifty feet of the wall, 
the “ Dayspring ” entered and came to anchor in 
a little horseshoe-like cove, There was a play 
on as we could see, for the actors were in full 
fig and stride, above the heads of an immense 
crowd at the upper side of a square, whereon 
this, a theatre, a magistrate’s offices, an ancestral 
hall, and some few mud houses stood, with a 
water front of junks and small craft, making up 
a scene quite novel to us, who were just fresh 
from the breezy lake and its horizon line of 
troubled waters. Our getting ashore was of the 

-most quiét kind to avoid attracting attention, for 
“crowds, already formed, are to be avoided in 
China. Taking a back street and a stand on a 
block of stone at one corner, the crowd gradually 
formed around us, many heads deep. And yet 
the play went on, and the actors were satisfied 
the preachers had not come to draw away their 
custom ina too flagrant manner; but ere the end 
of that play and we were ready to go on board 
again, it was hard to say which had the most 
spectators or hearers. This was a new place to 
me, and one said to be rarely visited by the for- 
eigner, yet we were permitted to speak very 
freely and dispose of many books. It was not 
a lively trading port, and the ignorance displayed 
by the people was marvellous. Still for all that, 
and to the most intense degree here, there, or 


_ anywhere else in China, who will deny that if 


the word, the Zvimg word of God, is proclaimed 
as here it is this day, it shall abide and return 
not void? And yet this, the power of the Holy 
Ghost, sig eceeth: everywhere in the world under 
the present dispensation, is miraculous. (Psalm 
£18 %,.23%) 


Shou-Chou, some roo li north of Wu-Ho, was 
another newly visited place, though walled in 
and well-to-do, yet its streets and houses and 
people too were truly rural. Our object in com- 
ing to them was soon explained and finally 
understood, and after visiting the town we found 
audiences waiting our return to the “ Dayspring.” 
From the deck of the vessel the word was 
preached and distributed freely. 

At Ying-Chou-Fu, up the Ying River some 
seventy miles and toward the western frontier 
of An Hui, a large and thriving district city,was 
found, situated in the midst of an immense plain 
of fast ripening barley and wheat. The people 
were intelligent, busy with their own work and 
not over-curious. Mr. Pearse and I walked 
through the city briskly after entering the gates 
without, first proclaiming the word as is my 
usual custom. This we did because the streets 
were narrow and there was no stopping room 
till a square could be reached; but we went 
beyond the square—to show ourselves and our 
books—to the other extremity of the place, and 
then returning began to make known our mis- 
sion. Many intending buyers we could see wait- 
ing in the doorways of their houses or shops, 
with money all ready in hand, so the “ giving 
and taking” was more free and less hazardous, 
the crowds pressing behind but without obstruct- 
ing our walk. At last the open space was reached, 
and one end, where we were, was soon densely 
packed, and I was just saying to Mr. Pearce that 
“it was too bad we could not get to any high 
place so as to see and be seen better”—the peo- 
ple forming the outer rings being eager and 
noisy, the inner circles, babies, boys, and bigger 
folk, anxiously expectant. While speaking and 
looking around for something to stand on, as if 
in answer to our words, a man pushed through 
the crowd with a wocden horse—the usual Chi-. 
nese seat for two or three—and motioning the 
people near the blank wall away, there we 
mounted, and thanking our good friend in need, 
felt once more at home and at one with God’s 
creatures before us. (Psalm 22: 5.) 

On the last day of the month the last town on 
our list of calls, Cheng-Yang-Kuau, was reached, 
and at its landing place the word was sown, but 
not in town. Last year J had visited it, and now 
the wind was blowing fair for us to go up the 
Liu-An River, and the home-boat “ Dayspring ” 
had to be given over to the taopang’s charge 
for a long, long voyage; down river, across lake, 
and through the canal to the Great River, and so 
up to the place whence I started from, Kiu-Kiang, 
making in all at the finish—if “all is well” as God 
wills—a distance of over 1,800 miles of inland 
navigation; while Mr. Pearse and | had a land 
journey of some 160 miles yet to do before reach- 
ing his home station Gan-King, concerning which 
and its incidents I leave for my next report. 


to \ 
URUGUAY. 
FROM A LETTER BY MR. A. M. MILNE. 


Inclosed in the last communication I had from 
S. Cruzatt, he sent me a letter he had received 
from one to whom he had sold a Bible. In it 
the writer expresses his great satisfaction with 
the book, and tells him of the opposition made 
by the priests of the town. After one of-these 
had from the pulpit declared that every one who 
should read or keep in their possession any of 
our books would be guilty of mortal sin, one had 
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the courage to call upon him and request an 
explanation, as he considered the book good and 
could urge in its favour the fact that what he 
had recently given them for a sermon was neither 
more nor less than the twenty-fifth chapter of 
St. Matthew, as contained in his Bible. 

Happily, clerical dominion is now on the wane 
_ in nearly every part of the Argentine Republic. 
Even from Cordoba, the city of churches and 
convents, I have just heard of some of the stu- 
dents of the national college having asserted 
their belief in the Bible as the rule of faith and 


practice. 
++ _____ 


BRAZIL, 
FROM A LETTER BY REY. A. L. BLACKFORD. 


In a town near Bahia, a man made at Degio- 
vanni with a knife threatening to kill him, and 
with the evident intent to carry out his threat. 
He was stopped by others present, and Degio- 
vanni continued his work unmolested. 

Coster, starting from Parahyba, north of Per- 
nambuco, had penetrated into the interior of the 
provinces of Pernambuco and Parahyba, and 
visited quite’a number of places not heretofore 
visited, and where the population is generally in 
a very ignorant and rude state, and thoroughly 
fanaticized by the priests. In some places he 
was denied lodging or food. He suffered great 
hardships and was at times in great danger. 
His sales were very small, yet I am persuaded 
_ his journey will give good results. 

Pontes had spent July, August, and September 
in Cear4; for the most part in the capital and 
some adjoining towns accessible by railroad, 
where he had been very successful, and in the 
main well received and well treated. In Sep- 


tember he went to a town called Aracaty, in the 
southern part of the province. About the second 
or third morning after his arrival, somé persons 
sought him, very much excited, and begged him 
to hide himself and flee from the town as there 
was a determination to kill him. He replied 
that he would neither flee nor hide, and pro- 


ceeded on his way, offering his books. But he 
found the people greatly excited, and nobody 
would buy. He soon met the delegate, chief 
police authority of the district, who forbade him 
to sell his books, and after a good deal of talk, 
in which he quietly but firmly maintained his 
right to sell, fhe was sent under guard to the 
house of the vicar. A large crowd had gath- 
ered, and insulted him with cries of heretic, anti- 
christ, and devil. Whilst before the delegate, 
the captain of a military company stationed in 
the town took his part, and boldly insisted that 
the delegate was proceeding illegally. With the 
vicar he had a long interview, of which I wish I 
could give you his description. The vicar and 
those about him doubtless heard more Bible 
truth during that controversy than had ever been 
uttered in the town before. The final result was, 
that his legal right to sell his books was ac- 
knowledged, but in fact his sales were stopped, 
as nobody would buy after the vicar’s denunci- 
ation. Wherever he appeared afterwards, he 
was greeted with insults, but did not suffer any 
personal injury. A few books had been disposed 
of before the alarm was given, and some of them 
will no doubt remain; the population was thor- 
oughly excited by a new order of ideas, and not 
a few, I doubt not, will be ready to receive and 
examine on a future occasion.. ° 


| Homestic Department, ) 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ILLINOIS AND WESTERN INDIANA. 


Putnam County has carried out the programme 
proposed at its Semi-Centennia/ last January, and 
thoroughly canvassed its small territory and sup- 
plied all who could be reached; 1,132 families 
were visited, eighty-two were found destitute, 
and forty-four supplied. The fiftieth annual 
meeting of this auxiliary was held at Granville, 
Nov. 16th. Appropriate and instructive addresses 
were made by Rev. J. L. Granger, of the Con- 
gregational Church, and Rev. H. McVay, of 
the Presbyterian Church. The report of David 
Field, Esq., who had canvassed the county zho7- 
oughly for the second time, was presented and 
approved. Thus this least among the family of 
auxiliaries in Illinois, is fairly started on its 
second half-century, under very favourable aus- 
pices. They signalized the occasion by another 
donation to the Parent Society. 

It is a significant fact, worthy of special note, 
that those auxiliaries that are most faithful and 
painstaking in their home work have the most 
to give to other fields. 

IOWA. 

I visited the past month, nine of our auxiliaries 
and several missionary points. I was on the 
wing a large proportion of the time, travelling 
almost 2,000 miles. This is a vast State in ter- 
ritory, having 55,000 square miles. 

J. W. Capps, now canvassing Clinton, has thus 
far found one family in five destitute. Rev. D. 
B. Gordon finished the canvass of Shelby County 
last week, and is now on his way to Cedar 
Rapids, as his next field of labour. He is doing 
well, and loves the work: We have now finished 
the thorough canvass of eight counties this year, 
with the exception of two months’ work to com- 
plete Pottawatomie County. Last year and this 
we have canvassed eighteen and a half counties. 
This winter our canvassing agents are to take, 
three of our important towns in Eastern lowa— 
Davenport, Cedar Rapids, and Clinton. 


KANSAS. 

The canvass of Pottawatomie County is going 
forward; that of McPherson suspended for win- 
ter, and Coffey County is completed. Shawnee 
County also, has completed its canvass, employ- 
ing J. Martin. He visited 3,589 families and 
found 328 destitute, supplying 255, and to desti- 
tute individuals donated 794 volumes of Serip- 
ture. Most of the latter class were lately arrived 
coloured people from the south. This auxiliary 
will pay the cost of canvassing, and make hand- 
some donations to the American Bible Society. 
Steen and Allen Counties are canvassing their 

elds. 

The territory in this State requiring an early 
canvass is rapidly enlarging. Fortunately the 
men to do the work are on the ground, and very 
soon a great work may be done for the Master. 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE. 


The first Sunday was spent with the Harrods- 
burg and Vicinity Bible Society, Ky., with en- 
couraging success; the collection amounting to 


a 


“}“anniversaries, but there have been from time to 
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$56 65. This is one of our oldest and most re- 
liable auxiliaries. 

_The second Sunday was spent with the Mays- 
vilie and Mason County Bible Society, at their 
special and earnest request. The collection 
amounted to $63 03; thirty dollars of this by 
personal effort on my part on Monday. This 
auxiliary is also one of our oldest and best. It 
assisted in the canvass of Greenup County dur- 
ing the year, and is assisting in the canvass of 
Lewis County; both, mountain and border coun- 
ties, and connected closely to Mason County by 
commercial relations, ; 

During the month, Colporteur William H. 
Rogers has finished the canvass of Van Buren 


- County, Tenn., and will soon enter, upon the 


canvass of Roane County, in the same State. 
Our faithful colporteur, William Kay, is at work 
in McCracken County. 

County Agent C. F. Heaverin, canvassing Lewis 
County, Ky., a citizen of the county, writes thus: 
“T never knew that such poverty and wretched- 
ness existed in Lewis County till now. In some 
localities, my heart has grown sad as I have 
gone from house to house, and listened to the 
story of their sorrows and trials.” 


MISSOURI. 


The. anniversary of the Adair County Bible 
Society was full of interest; all the churches work 
in harmony, and each year give the best hour in 
the Sabbath day to a mass Bible meeting. 

Sedalia is a growing city and a railroad centre. 
Here all the*churches met and filled the large 
Christian Church, and held the anniversary of 
the Pettis County Bible Society. Dr.J.W. Trader, 
the president, and several others, made addresses 
which gave great interest to the occasion. 

The colportage work for the past month is as 
follows: 207% days of service; 2,230 miles trav- 
elled; 2,126 families visited, 335 found destitute, 
and 265 supplied, and 226 individuals; 992 vol- 
umes of Scripture, valued at $431 59, have been 
sold, and 407 volumes, valued at $82 81, have 
been donated; 1,399 volumes of Scripture, valued 
at $514 40, have thus been put in 2,000 families 
in eleven of our counties in the past month. 
Many of these counties are far apart. 


NEW JERSEY AND DELAWARE. 
During the month there have been no county 


time meetings of central committees, having in 
charge the organization and conduct of the work 
of. distribution on the volunteer plan. On such 
occasions I am generally impressed with the 
heartiness of co-operation in these efforts. So 
frequently is it illustrated, that while the work 
on this plan is not perhaps quite as thoroughly 
done as under the system of paid labour, it 
brings both a great saving of expense and a per- 
sonal blessing to those who from love to God 
and the souls of men share init. 
OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

The Clackamas County Bible Society centres 
at Oregon City. Its anniversary was held Sab- 
bath evening, Dec. 7th, at the Congregational 
Church, the Baptist and Methodist Churches 
joining with the Congregationalists on that oc- 
casion. Addresses were-made by Hon. O. F. 
McCown, Rev. A. W. Bower, pastor of the Con- 
gregational Church in Oregon City, and myself. 

Clatsop County Bible Society centres at Astoria. 
The anniversary of this society was held at the 


Congregational Church in Astoria, on Sabbath 
evening, the 14th; the Presbyterian, Methodist, 
and Congregational Churches joining in the ser- 
vices, Short addresses were made on the occa- 
sion by Rev. G. H. Atkinson, D.D., of Portland, 
Rev. John Parsons, of the Meth. Ep. Church 
in Astoria, and your District Superintendent. 
Brother Parsons volunteered to visit the families 
in Astoria for the Bible cause; Brother T. P. 
dees also volunteered to canvass for the so- 
ciety. 

Washington County Bible Society centres at 
Forest Grove. Its anniversary occurred on Sab- 
bath evening, the 21st, at the Congregational 
Church in Forest Grove. The Methodist Church 
united with the Congregational in the anniver- 
sary exereises. The meeting was addressed by 
Prof. Lyman, of Pacific University, Rev. William 
Robers, of Forest Grove, and myself. 


TEXAS. 


On the third Sabbath of the month I attended 
the annual meeting of the Lockhart Bible So- 
ciety, in Caldwell County. The meeting was in 
the Christian Church and well attended. The 
pastor, Rev. J. J. Williamson, made a fine address 
for the cause. Rev. Mr. Kennedy, pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church, took part in the services. 
The collection, $25 40, was good, considering the 
ten months drought in this region, and the de- 
struction by a tornado last spring of the Presby- 
terian and Methodist Churches with thirty other 
buildings, which they are now struggling to re- 
build, An estimable class of people are in and 
around this beautiful village of about 1,600 inhab- 
itants. This county was canvassed by Colporteur 
Kelly last summer. 

Four ecclesiastical bodies were visited and 
addressed: The Colorado Synod of the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church; the Presbytery of 
Austin; East Texas Conference; and the Texas 
Conference of Meth. Ep. Church, South. They 
gave me a kind reception. Resolutions were 
passed, endorsing the work of the American Bi- 
ble Society, and pledges given for co-operation. 

The colportage work is good this month. 
Twelve reports show 585 destitute families and 
317 individuals supplied with the Scriptures; 
2,697 volumes distributed. The receipts exceed 
the expenses by $111 15, after paying $84 for 
freights. Better still is the report from the col- 
porteurs, that, not only is the word_ received 
and read with gladness, but whole families have 
been converted and the family altar erected in 
a number of instances, through this agency dur- 
ing the year. With gratitude to God, and thanks 
to all who have aided and encouraged us in this 
work, we close this last report for the year 1879. 


———__+- —____—_—_- 


NASHVILLE BIBLE SOCIETY, TENN. 


The forty-sixth anniversary of this auxiliary, 
held last month in the First Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Church, of Nashville, occasioned the 
assembling of a very large audience, as several 
of the neighbouring churches adjourned _ their 
services to take part in the exercises. Dr. W. 
H. Morgan, president: of the society, opened 
the proceedings with appropriate remarks, and 
was followed by Rev. Dr. West, of McKendree 
Church, and Rev. Dr. Wilson, secretary of the 
Missionary Society of the Meth. Ep. Church, 
South, who participated in the introductory 


/exercises. Professor Dodd, of Vanderbilt Uni- 
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versity, delivered the address of the evening, 
and is reported to have treated his subject in a 
scholarly and interesting manner. 


’. From the treasurer’s report it appears that the 


cash sales from the depository and by agents, 
for the past two years, have aggregated $942 86. 
The donations have amounted to $402 65, re- 
ceived from the various churches. During the 
same period the society has paid the American 
Bible Society $1,288 for books purchased. From 
the report of the executive committee the fol- 
lowing is extracted : 

“Though much restricted in their work by a 
lack of support from the Christian public, and 
hampered with debt, your committee have, 
nevertheless, made numerous donations of the 
Bible to individuals and institutions—among 
others the Davidson County Asylum, the County 
Jail, City Hospital, Women’s Mission Home, 
Protestant Orphan Asylum, the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, to various Sunday schools 
and poor persons, aggregating 219 volumes, at a 
cost of $60 80. 

“This society begins the year 1880 free from 
debt and with good assets to the value of $694 33. 
To maintain this status and carry out the true 
aims of the society we must have liberal dona- 
tions from private individuals and from churches. 
it should always be borne in mind that the object 
of this society is a distribution of the Bible to 
those in need of the same wherever found; 
and also to second the efforts of the American 
Bible Society by a liberal donation each year, 
if possible. The auxiliary is not intended to 
be a mere peddling-machine to dispose of the 
manufactures of the American Bible Society, 
and to see how many books sold and how much 
cash can be reported at the end of each year.” 

The Rev. Dr. Savage, District Superintendent 
for American Bible Society, in his address before 
the auxiliary, said among other things: “Within 
the last three years fifty counties in Middle and 
East Tennessee have been thoroughly canvassed, 
with the following results: families visited, 53,336; 
families found destitute of Scriptures, 14,681; 
destitute families supplied, 12,261; destitute in- 
dividuals supplied with Scriptures, 3,446; num- 
ber of volumes sold, 14,106; volumes donated, 
12,500; number of volumes distributed, 26,506.” 

ome 

LICKING COUNTY WELSH BIBLE SOCIETY, OHIO, 

This auxiliary held its thirty-first annual meet- 
ing in the Sharon C. W. Church, Jan. 1, 1880. 

‘The following statement, indicative of the 
earnestness and zeal in the Bible cause of our 
Welsh friends, was appended to their report: 
“The society has collected, in the thirty years 
of its existence, $3,966 35; average per year, 
$132 21. The largest sum collectad in one year 
was $246 73, in 1869; the smallest sum was 
$70 45, in 1878. Donated to the American Bible 
Society, $3,628 51.” 


JEFFERSON COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY, W. VA, 


This auxiliary held its eleventh annual meet- 
ing in the Meth. Ep. Church, Shepherdstown, 
Jan. 18, 1880. 

The treasurer reported receipts from sales and 
donations as $38 50. Addresses were made by 
Geo. M. Beltzhoover, president of the auxiliary, 
the Rev. Walter R. Long, District Superintend- 
ent for American Bible Society, the. Rev. J. P. 


Hubbard of the Episcopal Church, and the Rev. 


, 


‘BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


ra 


[Feb. 


D. M. Moser, of the Lutheran Church, urging 
increased zeal and earnest effort in behalf of 
this great work. 


Wiseellaneons. 


WHY WE SHOULD DISTRIBUTE THE BIBLE. 
BY GENERAL O. 0. HOWARD. 


In the Bible are plain and unmistakable declara- 
tions—a great many of them, it is true, and decla- 
rations that would be abundantly eonfusing but 
for the fact, clear as the daylight, that there is a 
common germ to them all. They fit into their ~ 
place like the quarters of an apple just cut. There 
is a wholeness about them, when put together, that 
delights the ear and the heart. For example, how 
glad it makes the Christian to read: ‘‘ Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the 
first and great commandment. And the second is 
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self. On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.” 

Just to think of it! the whole Bible, all the laws 
of Moses, all the proverbs of Solomon, all the sweet 
precepts of David, al! the clear visions of Daniel, 
and all the glorious items of good news announeed 
and sent down the ages to us by our Lord and his 
apostles,—all these condensed into one double-sided 
silver tablet with shining letters of gold upon each 
face: ‘‘Love God” on one side, ‘‘ Love Man” on 
the other. Orif this does not suit the taste of the 
artist, make a single tablet, and,as Moses did when 
he said, ‘‘In the image of God created he him,” 
combine man with God, and write before them or 
above them, er after them, or under them, in 
shining letters, the word, Love. 

Sell the tablet. Make presents of it. Make copies 
of it. Put it up everywhere, in the front halls, up 
stairs, in the parlors and in the sleeping-rooms, in 
the stores, and on the steamers and railway Car- 
riages. Let it burn itself into the memory of child- 
hood, and be: furnished in raised letters to the blind 
men. Teach it to the heathen before he comes and 
after ; and let the dumb compass its beauty and its 
sweetness with their increased vision. Let the 
infidels and the skeptics see it written in innumer- 
able tablets and with all sorts of hieroglyphics 
that they may be pleased to decipher; in all sorts 
of languages that they may be minded to translate ; 
and particularly in the faces of purified men, women, 
and children, in the faces that beam with the joy 
and gladness that its vivifying truth produces and 
entails. Let the cold, dead eyes of Atheism rest 
upon it in colours as bright and scorching as the 
sun, and be warmed, be raised, be brought back to 
the clear visions of its own believing, innocent 
childhood. Wonderful! All the Scriptures, all the 
universe of truth, written in the earth, in the sun, 
in the stars, all epitomized in one phrase : Love to 
Godand man! Itis the epigrammatic translation of 
God’s Holy Bible, and who shall be able to suppress 
it? Who shall dare to question it? * * * 

We must cling to the old Bible. Leave it, and 
we have no anchorage. We go out into the dark- 
ness where there is gnashing of teeth, and call up 
the spirits that require us to be more credulous than 
fools, and blinder than-bats ; or we wander off into 
the search for the philosopher’s stone ; or we are 
expecting to unveil the goddess of perpetual joy by | 
adopting some strange and idiotic. theory Which 
will not account for a fraction of the problems that 
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trouble us. Oh, the foolishness of this wisdom 
above what is written ! 

We must cling to the old Bible—then what ? 
Why, study it, think it over, ponder its sacred 
words, pray God for more light. Then what? 
Send the leaves, the healing leaves, broadcast oyer 
the world. Let the glad tidings of great joy be to. 
all people, let them go to all people ; they will make 
earth, with all its sickness, sorrow, pain, and death, 
tolerable. They will make society with all its 
travailing burdens, with all its piercing cries and 
agonizing groans, ever climb upward into better 
air, and better light, and better health ; and these 
tidings, well heeded, will finally gather the world’s 
| votaries into that city where ‘‘there shall be no 
more curse. . . . And there shall be no night there 
. . . for the Lord God giveth them light : and they 
shall reign for ever and ever. . . . Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
ough the gates into the city.”—Sunday School 

mes. 
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THE BOOK IN THE CRADLE, 

In 1835 the Bible Society’s agent at Brussels 
found that Bibles in Holland were very scarce in- 
deed. He was shown a Bible which ten or twelve 
persons in the village had subscribed for together, 
and had sent one of their number into Holland to 
buy it, where it cost forty-two francs. The follow- 
ing history is given of a solitary Bible in another 
Village : 

At the time now referred to, there was but one 
Bible in the whole village, for Bibles were not then 
to be had in the country, and any person who want- 
ed one was obliged to go into Holland to buy it, 
where Bibles were excessively dear. The Bible 
excited the rage of the Catholic priests, for it was 
known to them that it existed; but they could 
never find it, and many a search was made for it 
throughout the whole village. The persons to 
whom it belonged used to hide it away by day, and 
by night go into the wood with it, and there hang 
a lantern up to a tree, and read it. At other times 
they would agree to meet in some old burrow or 
other secret place for the same purpose. They sang 
also the Psalms of David to song-tunes, so as not to 
attract those who might overhear them at any time. 

One day, when the men were absent at their 
-work, and the women had gone to the next mar- 
ket-town, the priests, who were always on the 


hy “swatch to see when the house was left without any 


one but the child or some young person, came to 
the spot, accompanied by the police. They made 
a regular search, but, like all others up to that 
moment, in vain ; and the priests and police turned 
to go to their houses : but on the way back one of 
the policemen said, ‘‘] am sure, if we go back, we 
shall find the Bible.” The least possibility of suc- 
cess was enough to rouse the less zealous of them, 
and they hastened back; for the reasons the police- 
man gave were so excellent that no one objected. 
He said, “I observed that, in that house, the child 
was in the cradle; and, whether it was asleep or 
awake, the girl sitting by it continually rocked it.” 

Arrived at the house, they went direct to the 
cradle, took up the child, turned out the cradle, 
and found the Bible. The little girl who watched 
the cradle was only ten years old; and, when she 
saw them approach the cradle, she burst into tears, 
They rejoiced over their success, and walked away 
' in triumph. 4 

The poor men, on their way homeward from 
their work in the evening, learned the painful news ; 
and so greatly were they afflicted, that they all of 
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them could not help crying; and they said that 
they would rather they had heard that their houses 
and all their goods were burned to the ground than 
that their Bible should have been taken from them. 
They tried to get it again; but this was impossible. 
The men had left the little girl in charge of their 
greatest treasure, with strict orders, that if ever 
any one entered, she was not to leave the cradle, 
but constantly to rock it; which had, up to this 
unfortunate day, succeeded in deceiving the enemy. 
They used to put the Bible in the bottom of the 
cradle, on the book a piece of wood suited to the 
cradle, and then on the wood the straw and what- 
ever the child lay on. 

How happy the change now, when, instead of 
one Bible tor a whole village, and that in danger of 
being violently abstracted, the Bible has become 
accessible to every village, and that, too, at less 
than a tenth part of the price once paid for it !— 
Selected. 

—\_—_e>o—_____—_ 


STUDY OF THE BIBLE, 


The Scripture is the sword of the Spirit. If 
we don’t know how to use the sword how are we 
going to meet the enemy? 

When I first started out, I only used to read 
the Bible, which is a very different thing from 
studying it. 

Along with the Bible you need a good con- 
cordance. If I hadn’t a copy I would procure 
one before tea-time. We are to interpret one 
part of the Bible by comparison with other parts. 
That is what Paul meant when he spoke of com- 
paring spiritual things with spiritual. Study 
topics in the Bible. I have spent weeks and 
months studying up the subject of Jove. Look 
up God’s gitts. Take up the promises. Study 
Satan’s character as portrayed in the Bible, so 
that you will recognize him wherever you meet 
him. Use the same Bible as long as possible. 
The oftener you mark it, the more valuable it 
becomes. Make plenty of notes on the margin. 
Compare your marked Bibles one with another, 
and exchange the good things. 

What we want to do is to learn to feed our- 
selves on spiritual things. You know it is always 
regarded a great event in the family when a child 
can feed itself. It is propped up at the table, and 
at first, perhaps, it uses its spoon upside down, 
but by-and-by it uses it all right and mother and 
sister clap their hands and say, “Just see! baby’s 
feeding himself.” Well, what we need as Chris- 
tians is to learn to feed ourselves. How many 
there are who are listless and helpless, with open | 
mouths, hungry for spiritual things, and the min- 
ister has to try to feed them, while the Bible is a 
feast prepared, unto which they never venture. 

Whenever you look for Christ in the Bible, 
you will find him. Like the consecutive stones 
in a lithograph you will not see him fully in one 
impression, but he will be beautiful when you 
put the impressions all together.—D. L. Moody. 

——_———_0< ¢—______—_ 

IcELAND, the region of intense natural cold, is 
full of religious warmth. The word of God is the 
text-book of the people. Every home has its Bible, 
not just as an ornament, nor as the well-kept cher- 
ished marriage gift, nor because of some undefined 
superstitious feeling of reverence, but for daily use. 
In Iceland the Bible is constantly read. As a con- 


sequence, Iceland is without a theatre or prison, 
There is no such office as sheriff. They own no 
cannon, and military drill is an unknown science.— 
Nashville Christian Advocate, 
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THE VAUDOIS TEACHER. 


This beautiful poem is a great favourite among 
the Waldenses, and is based upon the following 
statement made by Saccho, an inquisitor of the 
twelfth century : 


““The manner in which the Waldenses and _here- 
tics disseminated their principles among the Catho- 
lic gentry was by carrying with them a box of 
trinkets, or articles ‘of dress. Having entered 
the houses of the gentry, and disposed of some of 
their goods, they cautiously intimated that they 
had commodities far more valuable than these— 
inestimable jewels, which they would show if 
they could be protected from’ the clergy. They 
would then give their purchasers a Bible or Test- 
ament; and thereby many were deluded into 
heresy.” 


John G. Whittier, its author, is said to have de- 
clared that he had been more moved in hearing 
that the ‘‘Vaudois Teacher” had touched the 
brave Waldenses, than by anything he had learned 
concerning any other piece he had ever written. 


“ O lady fair, these silks of mine are beautiful and rare— 

The richest web of the Indian loom, which beauty’s queen might 
wear ; 

And my pearls are pure as thy own fair neck, with whose radiant 
light they vie ; 

I have brought them with me a weary way—will my gentle lady 
buy ? ” 


And my lady smiled on the worn old man through the dark and 
clustering curls, 

Which veiled her brow as she bent to view his silks and glit- 
tering pearls; 

And she placed their price in the old man’s hand, and lightly 
turned away, 


_ But she paused at the wanderer’s earnest call—“‘ My gentle lady, 


stay!” 


“O lady fair, I have yet a gem which a purer lustre flings 

Than the diamond flash of the jewelled crown on the lofty brow 
of kings— 

A wonderful pearl of exceeding price, whose virtue shall not 
decay, 

Whose light shall be as a spell to thee and a blessing on thy 
way!” , 


The lady glanced at the mirroring steel where her form of grace 
was seen, 

Where her eyes shone clear and her dark locks waved their 
clasping pearls between; 

“Bring forth the pearl of exceeding worth, thou traveller gray 
and old, 

And name the price of thy precious gem, and my page shall 
count the gold!” 


The cloud went off from the pilgrim’s brow, as a small and 
meagre book, 

Unchased with gold or gem of cost, from his folding robe he 
took. 


“ Here, lady fair, is the pearl of price, may it prove as such to 


thee ! 
Nay, keep thy gold, I ask it not, for the word of God is free!” 


The hoary traveller went his way, but the gift he left behind 


‘Hath had its pure and perfect work on that high-born maiden’s 


mind, 
And she hath turned from the pride of sin to, the lowliness of 
truth, 
And given her human heart to God in its beautiful hour of 
youth! ‘ 2 


And she hath left the gray old halls, where an evil faith had 
power, 


The courtly knights of her father’s train, and the maidens of her 
bower; 

And she hath gone to the Vaudois vaies, by lordly feet untrod, 

Where the poor and needy of earth are rich in the perfect love of 
God, ' —The Presbyterian, 


at ae 
To give a man a full knowledge of true moral- 
ity, I should need to send him to no other book 
than the New Testament.—/okn Locke. 


Bible Society Record 


NEW YORK, FEBRUARY, 1880. 


BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE. » 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Managers 
was held at the Bible House, Astor Place, 
on Thursday, February 5th, at half-past three 
o’clock, P.M., Wm. H. Allen, LL.D., President, 
in the chair. 

The Rev. Edward W. Gilman, D.D., read the 
ninetieth Psalm and offered prayer. 

The death of James W. Dominick, Esq., who 
had been for more than a quarter of a century 
a member of the Board of Managers, was 
announced. A committee was appointed to 
prepare a minute on the subject for the Record. 

Grants of books were made to various benev- 
olent societies and to individuals, to the value 
of more than $11,000, including $3,000 to the 
Southwestern Bible Society and $5,000 for col- 
portage. 

Appropriations in money were also made, 
amounting to $2,163, including $1,000 to the 
Evangelical Committee of the Waldensian Church 
and $1,000 to the Russian Bible Society. 

Secretary Gilman made a condensed state- 
ment concerning the visit he had made during 
the past six months, in the interests of this So- 
ciety, to various persons and societies in Europe. 
He had everywhere been most cordially wel- 
comed, and had gathered much information, 
which it is believed will be of particular service 
to the Board in the execution of its broader 
plans for the near future. 

The Board determined to establish an agency 
in Persia, and appointed the Rev. William L. 
Whipple to take charge of it. 

It was determined to hold the semi-millennial 
celebration of the translation of the English Bible 
by Wycliffe, in this city, on the 2d day of De- 
cember next, when an oration will be delivered 
in the Academy of Music by Richard S, Storrs, 
D.D., LL.D., of Brooklyn. It was also decided 


to hold the next Anniversary of this Society in 
Louisville, Ky. 


T*-detgil their methods of colportage. 
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The Morning ‘Sun Bible Society, Iowa, was 
recognized as an auxiliary. 


The receipts for January were $48,280 43; the 
number of volumes issued, 96,603. 


ope 


Occasional mention has been made in the 
Record during the past six months of the ab- 
sence of Secretary Gilman in Europe. We are 
happy to announce his return in safety and in 
good health on the 19th of last month, after an 
extended tour through most of the countries of 
Europe and along the borders of Syria and 
Egypt. The main object of his journey was to 
confer with the Society’s representatives abroad, 
and to make the acquaintance of other persons 
from whom valuable counsel and co-operation 
could be obtained. With this controlling pur- 
pose he visited Glasgow, Edinburgh, London, 
Brussels, Bremen, Berlin, St. Petersburg, Stock- 


- holm, Copenhagen, Prague, Vienna, Constanti- 


nople, Smyrna, Beirut, Alexandria, Cairo, Athens, 
Rome, Florence, Geneva, Marseilles, Barcelona, 
Madrid, Zaragossa, Santander, and Paris, and in 
every one of these cities he found one or more 
persons in full sympathy with the benevolent 
work of the American Bible Society, and with its 
aim to extend the circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

In the course of this journey, Dr. Gilman had 
the privilege of meeting with the managers and 
officers of various Bible and missionary societies, 
At London, particularly, on two occasions he 
attended the regular meetings of the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
was received with marked courtesy as the repre- 
sentative of the American Bible Society. In St. 
Petersburg he was greeted by persons interested 
in the Evangelical and the Russian Bible Socie- 
ties. In Switzerland he had the opportunity of 
conferring with the Committee of the “Société 
Evangélique de Genéve,” and of inspecting in 
In Paris he 
met with the president of the “Société Biblique 
de France,” M.le baron de Chabaud-La-Tour, 
and with other gentlemen associated with him in 
the circulation of the Scriptures. 

In other countries he mét from time to time 
American missionaries of no less than eight dif- 
ferent societies or boards, co-operating with the 
American Bible Society, besides the agents di- 
rectly responsible to its Board of Managers, 
He travelled for some weeks with Dr. Isaac G, 
Bliss, visiting with him the sub-agencies in Syria, 
Egypt, and Greece. 

This tour gave opportunity of inspecting the 
methods of .expenditure and of distribution 
adopted in behalf of this Society, and at the 
same time of learning the views of Christians of 
other lands no less interested in supplying the 
world with the Bible. The changes which have 
been going on for a decade or two on the conti- 


nent of Europe, indicate a future demand for 
the Scriptures in different tongues. In Sweden, 
Germany, and France, much attention has been 
given to the revision of old versions or the prep- 
aration of new ones. In Russia, even, the au- 
thorities of the Greek Church have issued the 
whole Bible in the Modern Russ, though formerly 
they opposed its distribution among the adher- 
ents of that church in any other tongue than the 
old Slavonic. In Spain the Bible is printed 
openly and without hindrance, where fifteen 
years ago it could be manufactured only by 
stealth under cover of darkness and at the risk 
of criminal indictment. In Florence the Scrip- 
tures are openly sold under the shadow of the 
walls where a few years ago Madiai was im- 
prisoned for the crime of reading privately the 
word of God. In Greece a recent order of the 
department of education requires the New Test- 
ament in Ancient Greek to be introduced as a 
reading book in all schools of a certain grade. 
In Turkey the completion of the new version 
prepares the way for its larger circulation among 
all people who use the Osmanli tongue, whether 
they read it in the character of the Armenians, 
the Greeks, or the Arabs. 

The greater part of Europe is well supplied 
with agencies for disseminating copies of the 
Bible, from which, if thoroughly sustained, very 
gratifying results are to be expected in coming 
years. Some of these agencies are in direct 
communication with the American Bible Society, 
whose aim in the future as in the past, will be to 
supplement and strengthen the hands of those | 
who seek its aid in the laudable work of pro- 
moting the circulation of our sacred books, and 
to make its influence felt, so far as it can do so 
wisely, in all other lands, whether Christian, 


Mohammedan, or Pagan. 
> 


THE WYCLIFFE SEMI-MILLENNIAL CELE- 
BRATION. 

It gratifies us to be able to state that the Rev. 
Dr. R. S. Storrs, of Brooklyn, has signified his 
acceptance of an invitation extended to him by 
the Board of Managers, to deliver an oration 
commemorative of the far-reaching influence of 
Wycliffe as a translator. This oration will be 
delivered in the Academy of Music, in this city, 
on Thursday evening, the 2d of December. 

It would please the Board of Managers to 
learn that’ the various auxiliaries of the Society 
were making arrangements to commemorate, in 
the manner which seems best to themselves, the 
important service rendered by “The Morning 
Star of the Reformation” to all who use the 
English tongue. 

It has already been announced in our columns 
that the auxiliary societies of New Jersey are to | 
hold a State convention for memorial services, 
and there are good reasons for anticipating a 
most impressive occasion. 
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- Doubtless, if the friends of the Bible in other 

States of the Union were disposed to exert 
themselves with promptness and energy, many 
similar assemblies might be gathered. If this, 
however, should not be deemed practicable, it 
would seem to be quite easy for the auxiliary 
societies in every part of the land to secure 
speakers at their annual meetings, who would 
delight in making John Wycliffe and his work 
the theme of their addresses. 

In some way, at least, let us pay our tribute of 
reverent and grateful regard to one of the heroes 
of the Christian ages; and above all, let us give 
glory to Him who gave Wycliffe to our fathers, 
and to us. ye! 


THE DEATH OF DR. ALBERT BUSHNELL. 


The death of this devoted missionary occurred 
on a steamer which was drawing near to Sierra 
Leone, Africa, on the 2d of December. During 
his late visit to his native land he was frequently 
at the Bible House, giving attention to his trans- 
lation of portions of the Bible in the Mpongwe 
and Dikele languages, which were then passing 
through the press. 

The religious journals of the land have spoken 
in clear terms of his devoted services as a mis- 
sionary to a benighted people. Joining heartily 
in these expressions, it may be permitted to us 
especially to declare our high sense of his care- 
ful and excellent labours as a translator of the 
Holy Scriptures. May it please God to raise 
up others to complete the work he has left 


- unfinished. 


ee 


DR. SWANEY. 

It was announced in the December number of 
the Record, that the Rev. J. A. Swaney, D.D., 
had been appointed to labour, under the auspices 
of this Society, upon the western coast of South 
America. It was our expectation, as well as his, 
that he would be able to enter upon the duties 
of his position at an early day. After more 
mature deliberation upon the various bearings 
of the subject, Dr. Swaney feels constrained, by 
circumstances beyond his control, to decline the 
appointment. 

It is but proper to state that the position was 
not one of his own seeking, and the’ Board re- 
ceive with sincere regret the announcement of 
his decision to decline the service which they 
had invited him to undertake, 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports, 


For the month of December, 1879. 
Number of District Superintendents Ritaei. 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited 
Anniversaries attended............ccccccccccceeces Ssocgn 
New Societies and Committees formed Reuktee pie wind waeis oe 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 
Letters sent....... paleeiatbevives SSG Sete eeoerionce 
Miles travelled on official Gute et 
Donations and subscriptions secured for the Bible cause 


thee nenee 


BIBLE DISTRIBUTION IN DECEMBER, BY FIFTY-SEVEN 
COLPORTEURS AND NINETEEN COUNTY AGENTS. 

Colpor’s. Co. Ag’ts. 

Days of service 7 415 

Families visited by them..........++++-++ miele 5,742 


Families found destitute of the Bible. os 576 ~ 


Destitute families supplied 451 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition... 238 
Number of books sold. 1,144 
Value of books sold ‘ 3385 72 
Number of books distributed gratuitously .. : 411 
Value of books distributed gratuitously $122 91 


———_____ + + ——_____ 


Summary of Eighty Annual Reports of Auxiliary Societies, 
Received in January, 1880. 

Receipts from sales in twelve months 

Receipts from collections and donations. 

Paid American Bible Society on book account 

Paid American Bible Society on donation account.... 

Expended on their own fields 

Value of books donated 

Value of stock on hand at date 

No. of these Auxiliaries reporting general operations.. 

Collecting and distributing Agents employed. 

Families visited by them 

Families found destitute........ 

Destitute families supplied 

Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 

Sabbath and other schools supplied....... 
_—_————— #2 o—___——_- 


Deceased Members. 
Mrs. J. B. Alliger, New. York. 
Rey. Burr Baldwin, Montrose, Pa. 
Samuel Bettle, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rey. Lyman Beach, Augusta, N. Y. 
James Boughton, Carlisle, N. Y. 
Stewart Brown, New York. 
Rey. A. A. Cook, Milford, Mass. 
Samuel Couch, Plattsburgh, N. Y. 
Mrs. S. E. Demarest, Passaic, N. J. 
James W. Dominick, New York. 
Rey. Jacob Ide, D.D., West Medway, Mass. 
Garnsey Kennedy, Jonesville, N. Y. 
Rey. Nathaniel Lasell, Amesbury, Mass. 
Rey. Harmon Loomis, D.D., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Mrs. Mary H. Lord, New York. 
Rey. Donald McQueen, D_D., Sumter, 8. C. 
John Newland, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 
Mrs. Salmon C. Perry, New York. 
J. McKee Peebles, Shawneetown, lil. 
Dea. Benjamin Phelps, Becket, Mass. 
Rey. George Pierson, Florida, N. Y. 
Rey. William Kudder, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Mrs. Joseph Smith, Princeton, Il. 
Mrs, Emma §, Staples, Sweden, N. Y. 
Rey. Charles Stearns, Smitntown Branch, N. Y. 
Rear-Admiral Cornelius K, Stribling, Martinsburg, W. Va. 
Gen. William B. Tibbits, Troy, N. Y. 
Sarah Warner, Canaan, N. Y. 
Mrs. Phebe Wiseheart, Big Spring, Ky. 
Alexander Woods, New York. 


Norx.—It gives us pleasure to state that Dr. E. Nye Hutchison, 
of Charlotte, N. C., whose name appeared in the list of Deceased 
Members two months since, is still living. 


+> e —____ 


Society Recognized as Auxiliary, 
February, 1880, 
With Name and Post Office Address of Corresponding Secretary. 


Morning Sun and Vicinity Bible Society, lowa, J. W. Cavin’ 
Morning Sun. 
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MONEYS RECEIVED IN JANUARY, 1880. 
Gifts :— 


FROM INDIVIDUALS, 


A Friend, Fulton, N. Y...... Ryas anes eatet od 
A Friend, Brooklyn, N. Y.. 

A Friend, Brooklyn, N. Y.. 

A Friend, Dl 


Anonymous, 5 op itveutedeaktade 
“A Poor Widow,” Shepherdstown, Ww. Va... me 


eats 
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a . 
Atkinson, Mrs. KE, L., Geneseo, Ty cee. ce $5 00 CONNECTICUT. 
Borden, Mrs. E. E.°C., Elgin, Til.>..........00. 10 00 Cheshire, Meth. Ep. Church.......... TQedetade $4 00 
Cash, Chicago, Tll............ Daa Soe Mei eS 4 480 00 Glastonbury, First Cong. Church..... 45 1% 
CE Re ea ge tnt He DO RECBGR ERC SCE BEE AE AONE 25 Lyme, ¥irst Cong. Church......... cia sas 12 72 
WAR NEW MOL Ks omertone etic toc seoacaee eh 44 00 Northford, Cong. Church............. is 5 42 
Cushman, Margaret and Mary Floyd, Troy, North Heaven, Cong. Churech........ 6 41 
IRIS MASS ORES CARRE E SES: RSE URAOCRNSE MEBEESEE GAG 1 00 Trumbull, Cong. Church and Society. sf 16 60 
Collections by Colporteurs: West Winsted, Meth. Ep. Church.............. 8 50 
Through Rey. W. R. Long, D. S., W. Va. 7 35 : 
J.L.Lyons, “ Ga... 18 50 aiaasuee 
“ “  W.B.Rankin, “ Tex... 39 00 Richmond Circuit, Meth. Ep. Church ~ 2/150 
“ “ T.J. Rutledge, “ Ala... 27 85 South Georgia Conference.,....... .....se.008 15 00 
ty «Geo. §. Savage, “ Tenn. 50 IOWA. ’ 
a “ J.J.Thompson,“ Ks... 24-98 Le Claire Prairie, United Pres, Church and 
Geo. M. Tuthill, “ Mich.. 24 62 UNGER Y MONGOL. Srciaaeean nes enleg cae vere 13 00 
aS oa C. H. Wiley, _ IN Ose 6 08 Pella, Sunday SCHOO Gs hice os Cetus abuts 20 55 
“e = “ “e “ce = CO 4 $2 86 
“ “cc Ee Wright, “ Mo.... 8 45 { KANSAS, 
Clapp, Mrs. L. P., Chestertown, N. Y. (collec- Alida, Evang. A SSOOLADIONN Nas scdaltigiate ve re tole 2 00 
BIOUA) Wautsicunitewcr es ease cect costco etas sek 5 80 Arvonia, Cong. Church. ........ +0... iy 
Bynon, Thomas H., Rockland, Wis.. 10 00 Eim Grove, Meth. Ep, Church......... Be 225 
Wriends, N, Ho Ns Wier. ele esekest 100 00° GENEVA, PVOB RO DULCD 54:5 ores cssninae can ge ae 4 00 
From a Friend, R.I.............. “ 2 00 Jona Point, Meth. Ep. Church (South). we 5 50 
Gilliland, James, Ripley, Ohio...............65 5 00 Osborn, Cones Churn, oo..0.5..2080...s0abecee 2 02 
Harman, Wesley, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y..... 45 81 MAINE. 
Honeyman, W.E., Trenton, N.J........ 5 00 Searsport, First Cong. Church................4 15 00 
Jones, Jane H., Dodgeville, Wis... 10 00 Gorham, First Cong. Church and Society..... 10 00 
Koster, H., Kelly’s Island, Ohio..... 5 00 
Kiersted, Maria A., Saugerties, N. Y.. “d 30 00 ESC BOF aS 
uni Mig Coxsackie, Ni... dave wixe ev ee es 5 00 East Hampion, Payson Cong. Church......... 400 
Lashbrook, James, Grandview, Neb.......... - 2 66 Lawrence, Lawrence Street Cong. Church.... 50 00 
Leonard, Rey. Dr., Jeffersonville, Ga. 56 1 00 Stockbridge, Cong. Society.................ceee % 21 
Luckett, Rey. S. M, Milford, Texas.. 80 00 = 
WeKoyi I KB. oor Nickss kite 50 MESEIOON: 
+ Pettijohn, Ruth, Huntsville, Il..... 150 Holiand, First Reformed Dutch Church...... 2 00 
Quirk, Miss M. A., Cleveland, Ohio. 5 00 MINNESOTA. 
pare ge pat, parece. ee eo Minneapolis, Centenary Meth. Ep. Church... . 5 00 
row any. = 
Sippel, Mrs:Mary 2, “a ille, a ae beste Northfield, First Cong. Church,............... 5 00 
Schenck, Mrs, Julia M., Brooklyn, N. Y...... 30 00 F NEW JERSEY. 
Snider, W. I., St. Blloree, S. C.........20eeeeee 25 00 Acquackanonck, Reformed Church............ 201 00 
Subscriptions received through A. M. ea East Orange, Grove Street Cong. Church..... 11 50 
BOI Bo Pasay cece cane Welene a 17:19 NEW YORK. 
Turner, J. B., Ewing, Il...... 46 00 ‘Aotrord,, PreSs CHULON. « .csecsieecessst->-s0eae4 1411 
Tibbals, Lewis P., New York... 5 00 Chiltenango, Reformed Church......... s) 3 42 
Towne, M. S., Unioriville, Mo...........- 1 00 Earlwille, Meth. Ep. Church.............+ } 700 
Winthrop, Hon. Robert C., Boston, Mass. 50 00 Lowell, Meth. Ep. Chureh..............- 200 
Whitcomb, Lincoln, Springfield, Vt.. 2 00 Lancaster, Pres. Chureh...... ........-+ 20 00 
Woodroffe, Joseph, Beaver, Pa........ te 1 00 Pike, Meth. Ep. Church Ea 5 00 
Waggoner, William, Richmond, Ohio......... 80 00 Ramapo, Pres. Church,..........0..0+5 - 9 00 
Whelpley, Mrs. A.B., Jersey City Heights, N.J. 100 Schodack, Reformed Church............. Le 9 00 
Southold, Meth. Ep. Church............... nick 5 00 
William Sheerer Fund............. eeeewenenens 350 00 é Troy Conference Meth. Ep. Chureh........... 42 68 
——— $1,657 1% Hee 
FROM LEGACIES. Bellevue, Lyme nese CHUPODS.Y ice. atecccsases 18 87 
Brown, Miss Nancy, late of New London, N.H. 2% 00 East Liverpool, Pres, Church.,.........++ nee 8 85 
Bayne, Mrs, Nancy, late of Medina, N. Y..... 95 86 Tallmadge, Welsh Cong. Church 6 2 
Brainerd, Clarissa, late of Higganum, Ct..... 4 04 
Bull, J. Bi, late of Abbeville, 8, C.........206+ 87 68 Pe ey ae 
“Ciayden, James, late of Greenfield, N. Y..... 50 00 Lockport, Meth, Ep. Church, Erie Conference 2 88 
Cochrane, J. S., late of New York.......-...++ 625 00 SS TEOUTE Trae ANT 
race eck “3 ie Sal Toe ; ; 20 00 Little Compton, United Cong. Chureh......... 41 00 
m . : Providence, Charles Street Cong. Church..... R 12 
Hosmer, Harriet H., late of Hartford, Ct....., 58 00 : ’ % 5 00 
Hendrickson, Eleanor D., late of Monmouth as Union Cong. Church,...........05 
CONE A eee. agin 0a. caee RRA ake Seta s bal es i TEXAS, 
Marsh, John, late of Boston, Mass.....-...... frican Meth. Ep. Church..... 8 00 
Patterson, James, late of Clinton, Mass...... ane eae ion Conference Meth. Ep. Ch.. 8 85 
Payson, Mrs. Ann Jane, late of Newburyport, 
Mass........ Bee cise nejasetinn co otemasaccneas .. 800 00 WEST VIRGINIA. 
Pearce, Rey, Aaron, late of Huntington, Ct.. 1,000 00 Shepherdstown, Trinity Church ...... seseeeees a7 74 
Schmidt, Heinrich, late of Drake Co., Mo,.... 25 00 WISCONSIN. 
Sheffield, Tabitha, late of Palmyra, N. Y...... 420 94 ae err 30 00 
Templeton, John, late of Boston, Mass........ 21.44 Brandon, Cong. and Meth. Ep. Charehe 
Thurston, Ebenezer, late of Somerset, Mass.. 182 38 ITALY, 
——_—S_‘7,0%5 14 | Florence, Scotch Chureh......-. acetate enna ~ 10674 
; FROM CHURCH COLLECTIONS, SPAIN. 
Perey’ . Santander, Evangelical Church... ...........0s 180 sun's 
Alabama Conference Coloured M. E, Church ; . 
of America.,,..... agrebocge sreeeseiddass saat’ 12 00 AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM BOOKS HAVE 
Meth. Kp, Churches, South...,.... Tetouan abe 121 95 BEEN GIVEN. 
ARKANSAS. Southwestern Bible Society, La........... axeaan'ce 200: 00: 
Arkadelphia, Pres, Church.........essessecees 12-90 Alexander Leslie, Keeneyville, Pa....... sts 100 
Hope, Pres, Church..........- er ce. 7 00 Rey. Charles Madsen, Sturgeon Bay, Wis..... 1 90 
Hot Springs Pres. Church.. wa dilewaat 8 2% ©.G. Hazard, Hancock, N. Y..........065 ae 1 00 
ie ’ . meee enaeeas tenia 
| Matvern, Meth. Ep. ChurcD........seeserseees 890 — Kansas Central Agency....... Rae Aaaem haneehiene 


. 


' Alpena County, Mich....., 


30 . BIBLE 


Rev. A. L. Riggs, Indian Ter. 


Rey. W. B. Rankin, Dist. Supt., Texas 
Rey. J. A. Graves, Calvert, Texas 
Rev. C. H. Smith, Tyler, Texas 

Rev. J. M. Wesson, Navasota, Texas.. 
Rey. W.R. Carson, Dalias, Texas 
Rev. J. x. Lyons, Dist. Gee Fla, 


Rev. 8. D. Fulton, Weatherford, Texas 
W.J.Snider, St. Elloree, S. C 

H. Woodsmall, Selma, Ala 

Miss M. Barker, New Berne, N. C 

B. N. Hatch, Columbus, Miss , 
William S. Plumer, Columbia, 8. C...... 
Rey. A. H. Sutherland, San Antonio, Texas... 


> 


FROM AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETIES :— 
ON DONATION ACCOUNT. 


Ashland County, Wis. 11 79 
Anoka County, Minn oy 22 12 
Albany County, N. Y an 80 00 
Adair County, Mo _ 30 00 
Brown County, Ohio ar 15 00 
Butier County, Ohio 4 400 62 
Broome County, N.Y ni 5 41 
Clinton Falls, Minn ia 2 07 
Chicago, 111 aa 80 00 
Dakota County, Minn A 6 26 
Du Page County, Ill ah 138 00 
Dodgeville Weish, Wis: 

Dubuque County, lowa 

F 


Fuiton and Ham{lton County, N. Y. 
Greenville County, S. C 

Licking County Welsh, Ohio... 
Maysville and Mason County, Ky. 
Mount Vernon and Lisbon, Iowa.. 
Mazo Manie, Wis i 
Museatine County, lowa 

Mifflin Welsh, Wis 
Massachusetts : 
Montgomery County, Ill 
Madison Township, Ohio 

Passaic County, ENG) 
PeNnsSVlVARia.. os. csccsasecses 
Rice County, Minn. 

Radnor Welsh, Ohio 

St. Clair County, I! 

Saratoga County, N. Y 

Troy Female, Ohio 

Ulster County, N. Y 

Washington City, D. C 
Washington County, N. Y.. 
Watervliet, N. Y. 


Receipts from Sales :— 


FROM AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETIES :— 


ON PURCHASE ACCOUNT. 
Adams County, Ohfo.. 
Atlantie County, N. J 
Anderson County, Ks 
Athens, Ga 
Athens County, Ohio...... 
Adams County, Wis... 
Albion, Mich 
Attala County, Miss 
Abbeville County, 8. C.. 
Anderson County, 8. C.. 
Anoka County, Minn.... 
Adams County, IL 


‘Adams County, Iowa 
Anson County, N. 0 
Alexander County, Ill, 
Broome County, N.Y... 
Berkshire County, Mass. 
Brenham, Texas 


SRSSR oe SESSAVL Eo VSRSo SABES 


Sudveportt Bible Association, Ct... 
Bartholomew County, Ind... 
BLOM CONDGN, TORN... .ons1-ncce cele Gal eainne 
Bourbon County, Ks................ : 


Per enerroee 
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-| Cabell County, W. Va 


Buffalo and Erie County, N. Y. 
Barry County, Mich 

Berrien County, Mich 
Buchanan County, Towa... s 
Blue Earth County, Minn.. 
Brooklyn City, N. ¥ 
Buchanan County, Mo.. 

Bay County, Mich 

Blanco County, Texas.. 
Benton County, fowa... 
Benton County, Ark.... 
Carroll County, Ga 
Cincinnati Young Men’s, Ohio. 
Cedar County, Iowa 

Cayuga County, N. Y. 

Calhoun County, Mich.. 
Crawford County, Wis. 


3 8 


RaBe SF 


BSRKARESSRISSRAB 


Beeseks 


Cortland County, N. Y 
Coweta County, Ga..... 
Clark County, Ind.... 
Chaplin, Céi2.2255.<0-6 
Clayton County, lowa.. 
Connecticut 

Chicago, Hl 

Columbia and McDuffie County, Ga.. 
Cass County, Il 
Champaign County, Il. 
Cooke County, Texas... 
Delaware County, Iowa... 
Douglas County, Neb... 
Dodgeville, Wis 

Dade County, Mo 

Duck River, Tenn 

Duval County, Fla.. 

Du Page County, Ill.. 
Dodgeville Welsh, Wis 

De Witt, Iowa 

De Witt County, Il 
Elmore and Vicinity, Ohio.. 
Eaton County, Mich 
Elbert County, Ga.... 
Fort Madison, Iowa... 
Freedom Welsh, N. Y. 
Fort Gaines, Ga 

Franklin County, Ark... 
Franklin County, Iowa.. 
Fairfield County, S.C... 
Fayette County, Texas. 
Geneva, N. Y 

Grundy County, Iowa. 
Grant County, Wis.... 
Griggsville, Nil 

Grinnell, Iowa... 

Hardin County, W 
Herkimer County, N.Y... 
Hennepin County, Minn 
Henry County, Iowa........ 
Harrodsburg and Vicinity, Ky 
Hamblen County, Tenn. 
Hartford, Wis. 

Hamilton, Mo,.. 
Hampshire County, Mass.. 
Harrison County, Texas... 
Hardin County, lowa.. 


Be 


SRA SRABEE 
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Jersey County, Il 
Jefferson County, W. Va 
Jay County, Ind r 
Johnson County, Neb... 
Jefferson County, NeD..........c.cseccscccceces 
Jennings County, Ind 

Jackson County, Iowa... 

Knoxville, Tenn 

Knox County, Ohio... 

Kanawha County, W. Va.. 

Kalamazoo County, Mich. 

Laurinburgh, N,C,.... 

Long Island, N. Y, 

Lincoln Township, W. Va 

Laneaster County, Neb......, 

La Rue County, Ky 

London and Laurel County, 

Lactede, MOo,...........000. eee 
Linn County, Mo.. 

La Salle County, Ih. 

La Grange County, Ind.. 
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Lockhart, Texas 

Larimer County, Col, 
Louisville and Vicinity, Ky... 
Lamar County, Texas.......... 
Licking County Welsh, Ohio 
Logan County, Ky 

Ligonier and Vicnity, Ind..... 
Mahoning County, Ohio 
Marshall County, Ind 
Milford, Texas 

Milford, Mass 

Missouri Valley, Iowa 
Marion County, Iil., 
Maysville and Mason County, Ky.... 
Muskingum County, Ohio 
Morgan County, Ohio 
Mecklenburg County, N.C..... 
Maryland 

Montgomery County, Il.. 
Mifflin Welsh, Wis 

Miami County, Ind 
Massachusetts 


SPUR DORE PORTIRRIOS ES Absa ocie 3) Na:ciatg oe hanien-c.ein oie's oe. 
Nashville, Tenn 
New Bedford, Mass 


New Britain, Ct 
Newton County, Ga 
Otoe County, Neb 
Otsego County, N. ¥ 


Oswego County, N. Y.......... So 
Pawnee County, Neb 
Passaic County, N. J.......- 
Perry County, Il 
Plymouth County, Iowa. 
Pettis County, Mo 

Putnam County, W. Va 
Pennsylvania. 

Postville, lowa 

Pella, lowa 

Pope County, il 


Rockland County, N. ¥ 
Richland County, Wis.............. 
Reidsville, N.C 

Ramsey County, Minn 
Randelph County, 111 

Rice County, Minn 

Radnor Welsh, Ohio 

Reno County, Ks 

Russell and Vicinity, Towa. 
Southwestern, La 

Shenandoah Welsh, Pa 

Saline County, Neb 

South Seneca, N. Y 

Sharpsburg and Vicinity, Ky. 
“ Spotgaern County, Mich 

alem, Ohio,.... Bard ate atepargte aa 

St. Louis, Mo,. 

Steele County, “Minn... 

St. Anthony, Minn 

Schuyler County, Ill..... 
"Tompkins County, N. Y. 

Troy Female, Ohio 

Tuscarawas County, Ohio. 
Talladega County, Ala.. 
Thomaston Welsh, Ohio, 

Taylor County, Ga 

Tazewell County, Il..... 
Uniontown, Ala 
Vermont....... Hekdees 

Vinton County, Ohio.... 
Victoria County, ‘Texas 
Virginia...... pial eiavtinisina re ofdaleceiaeiels 
Westfield, Iowa. 

Wayne County, Ohio... 

Wayne County, Mich.. 
Waukesha County, Wis.. 

Will County, Ill........... 5 
Washtenaw County, Mich... ths ; 
Washington County, WiS.......-+s+sseres 
Wilmington Female, Del! oa 4 
Williamsburgh County, 8. C... 
‘Wayne County, low4.......+..-++ 


Wellsville, N.Y oc... ae oust epaniteaba retest nel 
Wayne County, W. Va.... 

Washington County, N.Y 

Wentworth, N.C 

Weld County, Col.... 

Worth County, Towa... 

Waseca County, Minn.. 

York County, Neb 

Yankton County, Dak 

York County, Me 


$16,456 90 


Rock Castle County, Ky.... 
Huntington, W. Va 
Yorkville, §.C ons 
.E. S. Gillette, Dist. Supt., Ohio........ 
. Geo. M. Tuthill, bbe 
.J.8, Willbanks, ee 
. John Hinton, gi 
. W. B. Rankin, a 
Kansas Central Agency 
A.M. Milne, Agent, S. A 


Interest 

Sale of waste material from Bindery and Printing Office 
Trade Sales 

Sales by Colporteurs 

Retail Sales 


SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS FROM EACH STATE, ETC., 


DURING JANUARY, 1880. 
Purchase Acc’t. Gifts. 


Alabama 
Arkansas 


Delaware 

District of Columbia... 
Florida 

te 

Iilinois.. 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Massachusetts. 
Michigan 
Minnesota... 
Mississippi... 
Missouri 


Oregon, 

Pennsylvania.... 
Rhode Island.... 
South Carolina.. 


West Virginia... 
Wisconsin,,....-+.+++ ; 


Italy ee. Fedces avusae ; 
South America,.......++ 
Spain. .pecrseccvecscseces 


$27,292 91 18,912 88 7,075 14 $48,280 43 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BiBLE SOCIETY. 


SPLAT AMV, ALLEN, Li, D...cse-c teen President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D. 

REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D. ( & sei 
REV. ALBERT 8. HUNT, D.D....... j 8. 
ANDREW L, TAYLOR....+..+..-. Assistant Preasurer. 
GALEB "Tl! ROW: 003! eccvste de sees General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Letters relating’ to the general work of the Society 


in the United States or foreign lands, and requests for. 


_ grants of books for distribution at home or abroad, and 
communications for the Bible Society Record, should 
be addressed to ‘‘ The Secretaries of the American Bible 
Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New*York,” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to ac- 
eounts, fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, 
should be addressed to “The Assistant Treasurer of 
the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 

' New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society 
Record, etc., and letters in reference to the transmission 
of the same, should be addressed to ‘The General Agent 
of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, 
as the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be 
for cash only. Wo books are supplied for sale on commiéssion, 
but as a special inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from 
the catalogue préces is made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers 

» in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 

The attention of the public is invited to the large as- 
sortment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Soci- 
ety, and for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

Bibles of all sizes in substantial and attractive bindings, 
at prices varying from twenty-five cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from jive cents upwards. 


In response to frequent letters asking for the address 
of District Superintendents, their names are given below, 
with each mission field of labour and post-office address. 

Information respecting local work will be cheerfully 
communicated by them. 


New Jersey & Delaware.. Rev. GEORGE SHELDON, D.D., 
Pe aes: NV. J. 
North & South Carolina..Rev. 0. H. Win 
Winston, ier se Co., N.C. 
Georgia & Florida......... Rey. J. L. Lyons, 
Jacksonville, Florida. 
Alabama & West Florida..Rev. THos. J. RUTLEDGE, 
Opelika, Ala. 
. WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 
Austin, Texas. 
. J. 5. WILLBANKS 
Austin, ‘Arkansas. 
Kentucky, Eastern and | Rev. Go. 8. SAVAGE, M.D., 
Middle Tennessee... Covington, Ky. 
NY egur V ACR UAS welt seo gecan'e'e . WALTER R. Lona, 
Wheeling, W. Va. 
Ohio & Eastern Indiana...Rey. E. 8. Grnierrr, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
-Rey. Goren M. TurHriy, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Illinois & West’n. Indiana. .Rev. E. G. Smrre 
Morrison, Whétesédes Co., Lt. 
SHMADCSOLE aie. « claig s maicaiees Rev. JOHN HINTON, 
Faribault, Rice County, Minn. 
Beslan Seve siae ten ree Rey. O. J. SQurrEs, 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa. 
SAAS EA eri es Rev. EDWARD WRIGH?, 
St. Louds, Mo. 
MUN cates civintaiss cada wet Rev. J. J, THOMPSON, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
Nebraska, Colorado, (Rev. WM. M‘CANDLISH 
Wyoming, and Dakota { Omaha, Neb. 
California & Nevada.:..., Rev. JoHn bean 9 oN a, Cal, 
Alan 


MEPMONARS fo ike: psicieihens 


Michigan & Wisconsin... 


Oregon & Wash. Ter...... Rey. P, (oh brianeiion. 
Salem, anagem 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to— 


forward their annual reports to the Parent Society 


promptly. Blank.forms will be furnished for this pure s 


pose on application. 
Wheneyer a new society is organized, notice of the 
event should be given immediately to the Parent Society, 


so that it-_may be recognized. The names of its officers ‘ 


and their post-office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxili- 
ary, until it shall have officially communicated to the 
Parent Society that its sole object is to promote the circula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures without note or comment: “and 
that it will-place its surplus revenue, after supplying tts own 
district with the Scriptures, at the disposal of the American 
Bible Society, as long as it shall remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 


The payment of thirty dollars at one time cohstiensek I 


the subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The in- 
crease of the subscription to one hundred and fifty 
dollars, or the contribution of that amount in one pay- 
ment, constitutes the subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 

I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixteen, the sum of , to be applied to the charit- 
able uses and purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 

To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, 
the Board of Managers will make grants of books, to 
Auxiliary Societies and to other responsible parties, jor 
sale and gratuitous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Mana- 
gers grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in 
view the special necessities of the various classes of per- 
sons to be supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be 
given away consistently with the benevolent ends of the 
Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for 
donations of books should be presented first to the Aw 
tiary Societies within whose fields the books are to be 
distributed, and whose duty it is to furnish them, if pos- 
sible. When an Auxiliary is unable to do this, applica- 
tion should be made to this Society, with the endorse- 
ment of a responsible officer of the Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general 
work from other parties, should each have the endorse- 
ment of the District Superintendent. 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, 
and public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, 
do not come within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit 
will be given for its donations by those to whom its 
books are confided for distribution. 


all 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 

The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, 
for 1880, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the 
United States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the 
Society. Twelve copies will be sent to one address for 
three dollars, in advance. . Any life director or life mem- 
ber of this Society may receive one copy free of postage 
by virtue of his membership, on the simple condition 
that the request for it is renewed annually. On the same 
condition a copy will be sent to pastors of churches con- 
tributing directly to the funds of the Society. 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the officers 
of each auxiliary from which remittances are received. 
Other copies may be ordered at the club rates; but the 
money should in all cases accompany the order, 


Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails to - 


receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact 
by letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. ~ 


Entered at the Post-Office at New Work, N, Y., as Second-Class Matter, c 7% 


